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separated, taking different routes. During this time
General Buell always treated his subordinate with
marked attention ; and if he did not act upon his
counsel, at least spent many an evening till after
midnight in availing himself of it. At these inter-
views Mitehel begged hard to be permitted to inau-
gurate an offensive campaign. At his first interview
with General Buell at Louisville he proposed a plan l
and begged the command. He went back to camp,
leaving General Buell to consider it. On January
15th, he again went to Louisville to report the result
of a reconnoissance he had made, and again endeav-
ored to secure an active instead of an inactive field.
Early in February, after still another visit, he wrote :

Baell gives me to understand that no immediate cooper-
ation eoufd be expected from Halleck, and that is one rea-
son we are mud-bound. It rains, then snows a little, then
freezes a little, then thaws a good deal, and finally every-
thing on the surface of the ground seems liquid earth, and
our cavalry horses have the scratches to such a degree that
half of them are this day unfit for service. All this from
being compelled to remain in the same spot.2

General Buell at this time commanded an army of
not less than sixty thousand effectives. The princi-
pal part of this force was in position to threaten
Bowling Green, within whose fortifications General
Hardee commanded not over fourteen thousand men.3

1  There is no record of the plan he proposed.

2  There was a great deal of sickness in camp at this time, camp
fever being- especially prevalent.   Lieutenant Henry Overman, whom
General Mitehel had but recently appointed to his staff, was sent home
on the sick list, and died a few weeks after.

3  General Buell largely overestimated Hardee's force.    Buell pro-
posed a plan of campaign to Halleck on January 3, 1862, in which he
placed the force of the enemy in Kentucky at eighty thousand men.ain;
